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Adapted Model from Kachru’s (1985) circles of Englishes 
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◦  It is not just a matter of using the technologies for the sake of application; rather 
wisdom is needed to design applicable learning activities (Garrison & Anderson, 2003). 

◦  “Even when teachers do believe that technology has empowering potential, they do 
not always know how to make this happen in the classroom” (Egbert, Paulus & Nakamichi, 
2002, p.3).   

◦  “Proficiency-oriented foreign language teaching that fosters effective communication 
has to take place in a culturally rich environment” (Dubreil, 2006, p. 237). 

 àLanguage and culture are inseparable                      
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IT-HELPS Activities 

v Week 1:  Self-Introduction videos  + Video conference (YouTube, Webs, Skype) 

v Week 2: Discussion Forum (Webs) 

v  Week 3: Group project screen-casts + Discussion (Webs, Email, Jing, Dropbox, ThinkFree, 

Google Docs) 

v Week 4: Movie reflection + Discussion (YouTube, Webs) 

v  Week 5: Language attempt videos + Discussion (YouTube, Webs) 

v Week 6: Articles about  local places + typical cultural features (Webs, Google Docs, 

Jing, PodOmatic) 

v Week 7: Videos about social issues +discussion (YouTube, Webs) 



IT-HELPS Objectives 
 

◦ To foster participants’ intercultural communicative 
competence 

◦  To effectively utilize digital technologies, especially Web 2.0 
technologies, for international communication 
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Free Tools for Online Collaboration 

1/ Webs 

2/ Jing 

3/ PodOmatic 

4/ DropBox 

5/ ThinkFree 

6/ Skype 

 



Webs  (www.webs.com)  
hFp://it-­‐helps-­‐exchange-­‐program.webs.com  







JING: http://www.techsmith.com/jing/free/  
 



Features 
◦ Select any window that you would like to record, and Jing will capture everything that 

happens in that area. From simple mouse movements to a fully narrated tutorial, 
Jing records everything you see, and do. 

◦ Record video on your computer while capturing your screen 

◦ Share your screen-cast instantly: Simply paste the link into an IM, email, forum 
post… 

◦ Send your screenshots all over the web à Communication without boundaries 





PodOmatic 

◦ http://www. podomatic.com 

  

◦ Your own account: 

http://khoinguyenbui.podomatic.com/entry/2011-09-22T11_53_26-07_00  

◦ http://sidneymit.wikispaces.com/file/view/Podomatic.pdf 



Features 

◦ Free website to find, create, distribute and listen to podcasts and vodcasts. 

◦ Record and publish a tutorial podcast or vodcast directly to the web and share it 
directly on the website 

◦ Audio sharing of information and skills 

◦ Bookmark your favorite episodes on ipods 

◦ 500MB of storage, 15GB of bandwidth per month 



DropBox: http://dropbox.com   



Features 

◦ 2GB of DropBox for free 

◦ Your files are always available from the secure DropBox website. 

◦ DropBox works with Windows, Mac, Linux, iPad, iPhone, Android and 
BlackBerry. 

◦ Works even offline. You always have your files, whether or not you have internet 
connection. 

◦ DropBox transfers just the parts of a file that change (not the whole thing). 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ThinkFree 



Suggestions 

◦ Time difference: Effective video conferences (Skype)? 
   à Meebo bar, Facebook, Google talk/ Google hangout, real-time chat 
 
◦ Technological problems/ ineffective use of new tools? 
à Training sessions or workshops before the exchange 
  (Ex: Screen-casts for Linux and PodOmatic) 
 
◦ How to effectively manage students’ online collaborative learning? 
   à Weekly blogging for track keeping 
 
◦ Is technology everything? 
à No. These are just suggested tools to effectively facilitate cooperative learning 



v  Other technological tools: 

◦ Facebook or other social networking sites 

◦ Wiki : http://wikispaces.com/  

◦ Moodle: http://moodle.pcsb.org/  

◦ Weebly: http://weebly.com/  

◦ Snagit: http://www.techsmith.com/snagit/  

◦ Blogger:  http://www.blogger.com  

◦ Camtasia: http://www.techsmith.com/camtasia/features/win  
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Q & A 
 
v  Contact information: Bui Thi Khoi Nguyen 
                                      nguyen.bui@anu.edu.au   
 
v   IT-HELPS Website: 

http://it-helps-exchange-program.webs.com   




