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Learning analytics is the measurement, 
collection, analysis and reporting of data about 
learners and their contexts, for the purposes of 
understanding and optimising, learning and the 
environment in which it occurs.  

   (LAK cited in 
Ferguson) 



Implicit within this definition are the 
assumptions that learning analytics make 
use of pre-existing, machine-readable 
data, that its techniques can be used to 
handle large data sets of data that would 
not be practicable to deal with manually. 
   (Ferguson) 
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Assessment analytics: 
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Certification 

• Discriminate between levels 
of achievement and students 

• Selection for further study 
and employment 

• License to practice 

Student Learning 

• Motivating students, steering 
their approach 

• Inform teaching strategies 

Quality Assurance 

• Evidence for stakeholders 

• Judge standards 

Lifelong Learning 

• Encourage skills development 

• Self-evaluation and self-
regulation 

Why assess? Assessment of 

learning 
Assessment for 

learning 

Bloxham and Boyd 2007 
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Inform teaching strategies 
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Motivating students 
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